
Greetings and Congratulations.
The Wyoming Air National 
Guard is once again stamping 
our name in the annals of 
history.  

I hope that I have been crystal 
clear on the significance of 
standing up the first National 
Guard/ Active Duty Association.  
This combined effort is “the 
future” of the Total Force 
Concept.  

It will become the template 
for the way we do business.  My 
pride is overwhelming, and you 
too should be proud.  

Not only do you continue 
to operate and meet the daily 
challenges that face our unit, but 
you are leading the way through 
innovation and dedication. 

 I am very excited to come 
before the Wing and stand up 
the 30th Airlift Squadron with 
dignitaries from across the 
nation on July 8, 2006. 

I also want to take this 
opportunity to let everyone 
know the Guard Recruiting 
Assistance Program (G-RAP) 
is beginning to produce. 

Welcome to Jonathan R. Miles 
our first member to come to us 

from this program. 
Please take the time to read 

MSgt Fry’s Guardian Article 
this month, and then stop by 
to see SSgt Fitzgerald to sign 
up for the program and help us 
bring quality folks to the unit.

I  empath ize  wi th  your 
disappointment that this month’s 
article is shorter than most…
however it is summer, and we 
can probably find something 
else to occupy our time rather 
than reading or for that matter 
writing this article.  

Be sure to bring the family 
and stop by to say hello at 
the picnic …it’s time to play 
hard…see you all there!!
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Commander's Column

The public is invited to attend the annual Wyoming Air 
National Guard Air Show on Wednesday, July 26, 2006, from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Along with aerial demonstrations, the free event will 
feature equipment and aircraft static displays and flyovers 
highlighting the diverse mission capabilities within America’s 
armed forces.

The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds F-16s are among the 
aircraft featured at the event. The group’s aircraft will be 
available for viewing before and after their air show at Laramie 
County Community College.

More than 8,000 people attended the 2005 Wyoming Air 
National Guard Air Show. Because of security and parking 
restrictions, only vehicles equipped with a handicapped sticker 
will be allowed to park on the base.

Visitors to the air show will need to park at the Frontier Mall, 
1400 Dell Range Blvd., and take a shuttle bus to the Wyoming 
Air National Guard base. The continuous free shuttle bus 
service will be stationed at the Frontier Mall’s main entrance. 
The main entrance is located on the west end of the south side 
of the building, near the Country Buffet restaurant.

The Wyoming Air National Guard Air Show tentative 
schedule of events is as follows:

8:15 a.m.: Shuttle buses begin running 
8:30 a.m.: Open House gates open, static displays and vendors
9 a.m.: U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds ground show 
11:40 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.: various flyovers and aerial demonstrations 
3:15 p.m.: Open House gates close 
For more information on the Wyoming Air National Guard 

Air Show, call (307) 772-5040. 
On Tuesday, July 25, one of the World Class Airshow 

Performers, Greg Poe, will be giving a free motivational 
presentation at the Laramie County School District #1 
Administration Building Auditorium, 2810 House Ave at 6:00 
pm.  Greg Poe engages audiences of all ages by sharing his 
experiences behind the throttle.  But it is his inspiring stories 
outside of the cockpit that make Poe's presentation a life 
changing event for children, teenagers, parents and educators.  
The event is sponsored by the Wyoming Counter Drug Support 
Program, The Wyoming Air National Guard, and Laramie 
County School District 1. 

WYANG Airshow planned for July

Colonel Harold Reed 
153d Air Wing Commander 



By SrA Rebecca Downey
153d AW Public Affairs

C h e y e n n e  -  T h e 
Director of Operations, 
463rd Operations Support 
Squadron, Little Rock AFB 
is scheduled to assume 
command of the 30th Airlift 
Squadron here Saturday, 
July 8 at 8 a.m. in a stand 
up ceremony in the ISO 
dock.

Lt. Col. Steven L. Hopkins 
has held several positions in 
the Air Mobility Command. 
He has served as Chief, 
C - 1 3 0  R e q u i r e m e n t s 
Branch, and responsible 
for equipment worth over 
$25B. Col. Hopkins has 
also served as Chief, AMC 
Current Operations Branch 
before assuming the duties 
of Director of Operations, 
463rd OSS, Little Rock. He 
is a Command Pilot with 
over 2,800 fl ying hours. 

The 30th Airlift Squadron 

was originally constituted as 
the 30th Ferrying Squadron 
on 9 July 1942. 

The first duty station 
was at  Bluie West  1, 
Narsarssuak, Greenland, 
starting from 6 August 
1942, the squadron ferried 
bombers and P-38 aircraft 
over the North Atlantic 
route to England.

Over  the  yea rs  the 
s q u a d r o n  h a s  b e e n 
redesignated, disbanded, 
reconstituted, reactivated 
and reassigned until 1 
November 1991 when it 
became the 30th Airlift 
Squadron. 

On 1 October 1993 they 
were reassigned to the 374th 
Operations Group at Yokota 
AB, Japan. The 30th Airlift 
Squadron maintained a 
forward presence in the 
Pacifi c and provided rapid 
movement of casualties 
and personnel within the 
Pacific during times of 

war or conflict .  The 
squadron also maintained 
combat readiness during 
peacetime by providing 
t i m e l y  r o u t i n e  a n d 
emergency aero medical 
airlift. It maintained C-
9 aircraft and mission-
ready aircrews to conduct 
aero medical evacuation 
missions with a 24-hr 
emergency alert force. 

The  squadron  was 
d e a c t i v a t e d  o n  1 
September 2003. 

The squadronwill be 
reactivated on 1 July 2006 
in Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
as a 463rd Airlift Group 
active duty associate unit 
attached with the 153rd 
Air National Guard Wing, 
the fi rst of its kind. 

T h e  3 0 t h  A i r l i f t 
Squadron is responsible 
for providing airdrop and 
air-land theater combat 
delivery at a moment’s 
notice around the world. 

Camp Guernsey, Wyo. –  
A fi re that was started June 
13, 2006, from small arms 
weapon training on Camp 
Guernsey Joint Training 
Center’s North Training 
Area  and originally spread 
into Sawmill Canyon burned 
almost 14,384 acres.

The burn, which was 
known as the Tracer Fire, 
was 100 percent contained 
on Tuesday, June 20 and 
crews finished checking 
for hot spots. While no 
homes were ever threatened, 
travelers on Highway 270 
near the fi re were advised 
to use caution because 
of smoke and heavy fire 
traffi c.

More than 302 people, 
including aircrews from 
three National Guard UH-60 
Blackhawk helicopters, two 

heavy air tankers, one single 
engine air tanker from the 
state of South Dakota, a 
Type III helicopter from 
the state of Wyoming, one 
Type I hand crew, seven 
Type II hand crews and the 
incident management team 
were on hand at one point 
to assist with containment 
of the fi re.

Loca l  agenc ies  tha t 
assis ted with the f i re 
fi ghting efforts include the 
Wheatland Rural, Guernsey 
City, Guernsey Rural & Fort 
Laramie fi re departments.  
Military assets include the 
1/168th Det. 1, C Company 
GSAB, from Reno, Nev.   
The Wyoming Civil Air 
Patrol also is assisting with 
fi re reconnaissance efforts.

Fire at Camp Guernsey burns 
more than 14,000 acres 
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30th Airlift Squadron to be stood up July drill
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Cheyenne – Traditional Citizen 
Airmen of the Wyoming Air 
National Guard wishing to help 
increase the force can now do so as 
the Wyoming Air National Guard 
rolls out theA Guard Recruiting 
Assistance Program or G-RAP.

The Wyoming Air National 
Guard is among those units across 
the country utilizing this recruiting 
program to draw in traditional 
Airmen.

Master Sgt. Jeffrey Fry is the 
lead recruiter for the Wyoming 
Air National Guard. He said G-
RAP could increase recruiting by 
as much as 15 percent. “We’re 
very happy to have it coming on,” 
he said.

Fry said it takes about an hour to 
enroll in the program. “I know we 
already have one person who has 
signed up and gone through the 
training.” Wyoming Air National 
Guard Airmen have 

been able to enroll in G-RAP since 
the end of April.

This program is only open to 
Wyoming Air National Guard 
Airmen who serve in a traditional 
one weekend a month position.  
Full t ime employees of the 
organization, retirees and any 
traditional Airman who is looked 
upon as a center of influence 
in local communities are not 
eligible.

Certifi ed G-RAP participants can 
earn up to $2,000 for every person 
they help recruit who enlists 
and completes basic training. 
Airmen who want to participate 
can enroll online at http://www.
guardrecruitingassistant.com.

The Wyoming Army National 
Guard also participates in the G-
RAP program. Wyoming Army 
Guard Soldiers can enroll at the 
same Web site.

WYANG offers new
recruiting program



First Youth ChalleNGe class
graduates in Guernsey

Cheyenne - This year's 
wing family picnic will be 
a little different then years 
past with a lot more activities 
and hopefully something for 
everyone.

First of all, the picnic will 
be held in Lions Park, across 
from the ballfield near the lake 
swimming area.

All military members should 
bring the military ID with 
them to the picnic.

For those interested in 
enjoying alcoholic beverages 
at the picnic, wristbands will 
be on sale for a $10 donation 
to the unit fund.

The wristbands will allow 
the member to get five beers. 
The wristbands will be pre-
sold at each unit. Contact your 
unit to find out more about the 
wristband.

There will be no wristbands 
for food or non-alcoholic 
beverages.

This year's picnic will also 

include a large number of 
additional activities that will 
be available to members and 
their families. 

Within walking distance is 
the Cheyenne Municipal pool, 
Paddle boat rental, Putt Putt 
Golf, and Slowns Lake. By 
showing your military ID at 
these locations will receive a 
discounted rate. 

Slowns Lake will be open 
(weather permitting) with 
a life guard on duty.  In the 
water they will have a very 
large inflatable that has slides 
off of it and other fun things.

To swim in the lake and 
use the Inflatable is free of 
charge.  The Swimming pool 
will also set up and inflatable 
water tag maze.  Inside the 
maze is water guns and water 
canons.

Bring a swimming suit and 
have some fun in the water 
either at the indoor pool out 
in the lake, or relax and take 
a paddle boat out.

Wing Picnic to be held in Lions Park 

Camp Guernsey, Wyo. 
– The Wyoming National 
Guard Youth ChalleNGe 
Program’s first class will 
graduate on June 23 at 
Guernsey-Sunrise High 
School.  

Maj. Gen. Ed Wright, 
Wy o m i n g ’s  a d j u t a n t 
general; Col. Jim Tinkham, 
National Guard Bureau; and 
Jim McBride, Wyoming’s 
superintendent of public 
instruction, will speak during 
the 1 p.m. ceremony.

Twenty-two cadets have 
spent the last five-months 
at the Youth ChalleNGe 
residence program, located 
at Camp Guernsey Joint 
Training Center.  Core 
components of the program 
i n c l u d e  a c a d e m i c s , 
citizenship, life-coping skills, 
civic service, leadership and 

physical fitness.
“ T h e s e  y o u n g  m e n 

have worked hard to be 
successful in this program.  
I’m very proud of them 
and pleased they makeup 
the first Wyoming National 
Guard Youth ChalleNGe 
Program graduating class,” 
said Lt. Col. Shawn Powell, 
Wyoming National Guard 
Youth ChalleNGe director.

Appl ica t ions  for  the 
next Youth ChalleNGe 
class, beginning on July 
15, currently are being 
accepted. 

For information about the 
Wyoming Youth ChalleNGe 
Program, cadet applications, 
or information on becoming 
a mentor, visit the Web site 
at http://www.ngycp.org/
state/wy or call the program 
at (307) 836-7500.
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WYANG assists with
Utah Guard Deployment

D r a p e r ,  U t a h   - 
Approximately 55 Soldiers 
ass igned to  the  116th 
Combat Support Equipment 
Company, Utah National 
Guard, deployed to the U.S.-
Mexico border Saturday, 
June 3.

Original ly conceived 
as simply a cooperative 
effort between the Utah 
and  Ar izona  Nat iona l 
Guards, the mission is now 
considered part of Operation 
Jump Start, the effort called 
for by President George W. 
Bush to send National Guard 
troops to the U.S.-Mexico 
border in a supporting role 
to federal authorities. 

Soldiers  departed from the 
Salt Lake Air Base at 11 a.m. 
via a Wyoming Air National 
Guard C-130 aircraft and 
arrived in Yuma, Ariz.

Accompanying members 
of the Spanish Fork-based 
116th were select Soldiers 
from the 115th Engineer 
Group, 489th Engineer 
Detachment and 1457th 
Engineer Battalion for a 
two-week period who will 
work on lighting, fence and 
road-building projects in the 
vicinity of San Luis, Ariz., 
approximately 25 miles 
southwest of Yuma.

These Soldiers will conduct 
what is known as Innovative 
Readiness Training (IRT) by 
completing these projects 
in support of Customs 
and Border Protect ion 
authorities. 

IRT projects typically take 
place in local communities 
where a particular public 
construction or road-building 
need exists.

Read the Guardian Online at www.wychey.ang.af.mil
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Dental visits are mandatory – You 
must have an annual dental visit for 
good dental hygiene, as well as maintain 
a DD form   2813 (record of dental visit) 
in the clinic.  Visit the clinic for more 
information. 

Benefits for National Guard and 
Reserve Personnel - (especially those 
who are deployed.)  Information can be 
found at:  http://www.vba.va.gov/EFIF/
res_guard.htm  

Network Accounts -  All members 
must complete the Information 
Assurance Computer Based Training, 

if not your account will be locked.  
Simply log onto the Air Force Portal 

to complete your training:  https://
www.my.af.mil/gcss-af/afp40/USAF/
ep/home.do 

It is essential that all users of the 
Wyoming ANG network understand 
their responsibilities and accountability 
for their role in protecting our enterprise 
system.

Fitness Improvement Classes - 
classes are offered every Saturday of 
UTA in the Clinic Mezzanine at 0900 
and are mandatory for individuals who 
have scored in the "poor" range (less than 
70%) on their Fitness Assessment.  

They will be formally entered into 
the Fitness Improvement Plan and must 
bring a copy of their fitness assessment 
score sheet. 

Anyone who is concerned about 
an upcoming Fitness Assessment or 

who scored "marginal" (70-74.9%) is 
welcome to attend, but not required.

The Cowboy Guard - Please take 
a few moments to read the Wyoming 
National Guard newsletter, Cowboy 
Guard. The quarterly electronic 
publication can be found at: http://www.
wy.ngb.army.mil/Cowboy-guard/

Check your email from home! - You 
can remotely access your email while 
you’re away from the Guard. Log on to 
https://mail.wychey.ang.af.mil <https://
remote.wychey.ang.af.mil/>.

ESGR - Each unit has a ESGR liaison 
that can assist you with any concerns 
or questions. Ask your squadron 
commander to find out who your 
liaison is.


